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ULEA VILLAGE, A POSSIBLE FUTURE TOURISM VILLAGE

Prof. MIHAELA CECILIA BUDIU
Gimnazial School ofona, Alba County, Romania

ABSTRACT: This paper is the structure of a comprehensivestudy of the natural
conditionsin thevillage of llea for the elaboration of a projefbr the developmendf the
area.Wehavejustmentioned fewfeaturegelatedto thegeographicalocationofthearea
and the main natural features that constitute the main tourist potential of the village area.
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Amongthehills, whenmildly, steeplyas Between the valley of the plateau, a
it looks "the landscape of the plateauvalley is more "showy" with the springs
betweenTarnavaMic andMureucrossed beyord Herepea and the meeting with the
by wide valleys with large meadowsor Mure tbetweenNo lacandUioarade Sus.It
narrowvalleyswith steepslopestheyhave isF r u valley, whosewatershedormsthe
establishedver time, humbleinhabitation, homaymous depression, somewhere close to
with a strong and continuousexperience, thespringsof thisvalley,beingthevillage of
with vigorous cultural and spiritual life, ~ dlea, a componentof F r u communein
which must not be forgotten. Alba county, located 10 km upstream of the

commune's residence (fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Location of the village tilea in the Alba county and
F r ucommune
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ulea is a village that administratively
belongs to Farau commune with its
geographical coordinates: 46°19'01"north
latitudeand24°7'02"easterrongitude,the

analyzesand hypotheses formulated by the
specialistdn thefield. The acceptedaspect
of all involved is thatthe areais partof the
Transylvanian Depression subdvision

avera@ altitude of the locality is about 429 Tarnavelor Plateau.

m. It is documentedh year1219asthePoss
Syle As aHungariamnamethevariantsare
mentioned: Magyarsilye or Silye the
German name beingruckbad

OntheJosephin®dap of Transylvanian
1769-1773(fig. 2), it appears under the
nameof Magy Siillije, havingtwo churches.
In the local toponymy, it also appears in
version dlia Ungureasc or llia.

In a paper about to the Tarnavelor
Plateau[Josan,1979], the authorcalls this
subdivision"The hills of TarnavaMic ”, a
zone that makes the transition from the
Mure GPlain, located north of Muréto the
PlateawHartibaciuluiandPlatealSecaglor,
located south of Tarnava Mare. In this
situation, the Hills of TarnavaMic have
transitorycharactergetweerthementioned

Fig. 2. tlea village on the Josephine Map of Transylvania

subunits, which gives them a certan

The village hearth is located in the riverindividuality, mearing that in the northern

meadowof Ulea Valley on one side and
another Jocatedat 10 km. comparedo the
commune residence a@8km. towardsthe

area(betweerirarnavaMic andMure ij, the
morphologyof thereliefis somewhasimilar
to that of the TransylvanianPlain, the

city of Ocna Mures. The texture of thesouthernsector (of the two Tarnave), the
village, as it appears on the satellite imagappearancefthereliefhassomesimilarities

(fig.3), is of a type, with a plateaurelief,

fragmented,due to torrential erosion and
landslideswith analtitudeof 420-530m. In
2011 the populaton of the village of Ulea

was 319 inhabitants.

to the one in the Hartibaci Plateau.

For the most part, these transition
featureshaveledto differentdiscussionand
opinions regarding the tracing of the
boundariesbetweenthe Hills of Tarnava

The framing of the village area into a Mic and the MuréPlain.

geomorphologicalinit has led to a seriaxf

Fromthehipsographigointof view, the
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Fig. 3. Satellite image of the village Ulea

reliefsof theHills of TarnavaMic aretilted

fromtheeastto thewest,asevidencedythe

orientation and slope of the major

hydrographicnetwak. The absoluterelief

altitude valuesvary betwea 430 m in the
west and 650 m in the east.

Within theTarnavaMic Hills, themain
rivers (Mure (I Tarnave,Niraj) represena
real depressionargolor, which dividesthe
regionintolargeinterfluvial spacespamely:

- The hills between Tarnave;
- The hills betwe@ Muretand Tarnava

Mic

- The Hills between Niraj and Mure

In thecontextof thisregionalizationthe
areaof uleavillageis framedin thesubunit
of the hills betweenMure Gand Tarnava
Mic , a subunitwith specificstructuraland
morphologicalcharacteristicsStructurally,

which overlaps the western part of the
intersectionbetwe& Muretand Tarnava
Mic . Thedominantmorphologicalfeature
is the advaned degree of evolution of the
relief, evidencedby the existence of well
developedasymmetricvalleys, which form
truedepressionsuchastheRatul,F r uor
Ozd valleys.

Itisworthmentioningwithin thesubunit
of Ocna MurdHills, fairly high values of
therelief energy, falling within the rangef
101-280 m. In the area of the village, as in
the upper and middle basin of the F r u
valley, thevaluesof thischaracteristiof the
relief arein therange241-280m, which is
the maximum values for Mur@cnaHills
andeven for the whole area of the hills of
TarnavaMic , values that characterize a
rather rugged relief with large slopes
favoring gravitational geomorphological

there are a series of tight (anticlinale anghrocessesud as landslides of land and

syncline)crevices,aswell asslides,caused

by the salt bodies forming the deposits in

OcnaMure (Hills. The particularities of the
relief, duetothegeologicalstructureandthe
presencefwell developedalleys,allowthe
separationof the following subunits of the
hills between Mure G and Tarnava Mic :
Tarnaveni Peaks and Ocna Muitills.

The territory of the village of tlea is
classifiedn the"OcnaMure (Hills" subunit,

crashes.

Within thesubunitit isindividualizedthe

F r uDepressiorwhereit is locatedvillage
of dlea. The general appearanceof the
depressiontakes the form of a bay that
narrowsotheupperbasinof themainvalley
andopenswide towardsthevalleyof Mure (1
beig framed by well individualized
interfluves, with constant altitudes around
500m, alongwhich structural or erosioim
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theform of peak=or nipples.Theorientation In the area of the village there is an
of the depressiongenerally follows the ecoystem of oak forests in which the
current direction oftheF r u stream, being faunistic association is represented by the
alaterdepressioncarvedbytheF r uRiver populationsof predatoryanimals,to which
anditstributaries,especialltheonesonthe are added a few herbivorous species,
left, to which the action of the slope especiallycervid, dominant being the Deer
processes addedTheF r uValley,which  (Capreolus capreolu3, becausein the
forms the axis of this depression, has a vemyorthernareaof the village of llea there
well developed meadow, usually occupyingwas a natural reservdion where these
theright bank of the valley and extendinganimals were protected.

extensively into the floodplains of its Particularnaturalconditions,especially
tributaries. At the base of tistraight slope, dueto relativeisolation, very varied relief,
atthemeadowcontacta glacis formedboth  favorable climatic features and specific
by the retraction of the slope and by the natural environment, are arguments for a
acumulation of eroded materials andfavorable developmentof tourism in the
transported by the old torrential bodies, thiguture.

being more evidentin the village of ltilea,

placed on such a glacis.
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