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Abstract: Natural rivers and man-made canals are open channels. They have many advantages over
pipes and have been used for many centuries for water supply, for transport and for agriculture. [1]
Critical and normal depth are two essential factors to consider when designing open channels. In
trapezoidal channels, the governing equations are nonlinear for the normal and critical flow depths
and thus the solution of the implicit equations involves numerical methods such as iterative ones (trial
and error) and graphic methods. The complexity of equations often leads to an elevated risk of errors.
A Python-based algorithm has been presented for the computation of uniform flow in open channels.
This algorithm has the aim of enhancing students' comprehension of the subject matter and offers
greater accuracy through automated iteration-solving. The algorithm's precision has been confirmed
through a basic scenario, and its applicability is intended to extend to a broader range of channel
shapes and flow conditions.
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1. Introduction

The advancement of the automation
calculation in the field of the hydraulics requires
mathematical understanding and advanced
programming to create a working code from the
abstract concepts[1]. Recent advances in data
science have led to the rise of Python usage that
help with machine learning and deep learning
tasks for hydraulics and hydrology. Feature
engineering involves modifying the existing input
data and generating new characteristics based on
input data to improve data algorithms [2].

In hydraulic engineering, the study of open
channel flow is crucial for understanding the
behaviour of fluids in natural or man-made
channels. Most of the flows with free surface,
existing within hydrotechnical systems, are of
unsteady type. But, on relatively small intervals of
time and for some functional situations of the
channels, the movement can be considered steady.
Their analysis and calculation is carried
depending on the spatial variation of flow
parameters. In this case, the steady, turbulent
movement of free-level flows can be either
uniform or non-uniform[3].

Critical depth is a significant parameter in the
designing and management of open channels and
related hydraulic structures, understanding the

flow characteristics and calculations of varied
flows (gradually, spatially, etc.). The trapezoidal
cross sections are the most commonly used
geometric sections in the network of water
transmission and distribution channels, thus
discussing its geometrical and hydraulic
parameters is inevitable. The used nonlinear and
mathematical relationships governing the critical
depth problem in the trapezoidal channels are
implicit and complex, hence the methods of trial
and error, graphical and numerical are used to
calculate it[4].

Normal depth is of interest and plays an
important role in designing the open channels,
and its computation for a given set of variables is
essential. Various explicit equations have been
developed for normal flow depth in different
channel sections.[5]

These depths are presently obtained by
numerical method, manual trial-and-error method
(time-consuming), graphical method (low
accuracy owing to its log-scale representation) or
by using explicit regression-based equations[6].

The main objective of this study was to
develop a Python routine to generate the
hydraulic computation of uniform flow in
trapezoidal open channels. Results for different
parameters were presented to validate the
accuracy of the developed routine. The algorithm
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Fig. 1. Trapezoidal open channel

can be a valuable tool for the hydrotechnical
engineers or for researches that are working in the
field of hydraulic modelling.

2.Materials and methods

To calculate the flow parameters in a
trapezoidal open channel, a Python routine that
include the principles of the hydraulic was
created. The proposal of the work is the
presentation of this routine, developed in Python
language, for the hydraulic computation of
uniform flow in trapezoidal open channels. 

The methodology involves the following steps:
collecting relevant equations, formulating the
routine that takes input data and returns flow
characteristics, implementing the routine by
writing the code, verifying its functionality by
comparing the results with manual methods, and
optimizing the routine for improved performance.

Channels are determined by the interplay of
geometric properties, representing the physical
cross-sectional characteristics, and hydraulic
factors, which comprehensively embody the
principles of fluid dynamics governing flow
behaviour within the channel (Fig. 1).

Trapezoidal channels, characterized by a side
slope of 1:m, include the following geometric
information: the channel's base width (b), side
slope (m), and longitudinal slope (i). The
hydraulic elements of this type of channel are:

1. the width of the channel section at the free
water surface, denoted as B:

2. the cross-sectional area of flow, denoted as
A:

3. the wetted perimeter, denoted as P:

4. the hydraulic radius, denoted as R:

5. Chezy coefficient:

6. the flow carried by the channel:
Qc = (6)

The precision of the calculations for
determining the normal depth is imposed by the
following equation:

where:

In the case of the critical depth, the following
equation must be in order to meet the precision
criterion imposed.

where:

The input data includes the channel's base
width (b), side slope (m), longitudinal slope (i),
roughness coefficient (n), Coriolis coefficient (α)
and the required discharge (Q).

By providing the input data, the routine
calculates values for the normal water depth (h0)
and the determination of the flow regime based
on the critical depth (hc), critical slope, and
Froude number criteria. In the figures 2, 3 and 4
are illustrated parts of the script file.

The output parameter critical depth
(hc)represents the depth at which the flow
transitions from subcritical to supercritical or vice
versa. The critical slope output parameter refers
to the slope at which the flow regime transitions.
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Fig. 2. Partial extract from the routine listing – critical depth

While the Froude number criteriadetermine if
the flow is subcritical (Fr < 1), critical (Fr = 1), or
supercritical (Fr > 1).These outputs provide
valuable insights into the behaviour and
characteristics of the flow in the trapezoidal open
channel.

Python is an easy to learn, powerful
programming language. It has efficient high-level
data structures and a simple but effective approach
to object-oriented programming. 

Python’s elegant syntax and dynamic typing,
together with its interpreted nature, make it an

Fig. 3. Partial extract from the routine listing – critical slope
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ideal language for scripting and rapid application
development in many areas on most platforms [7].

3. Results

In this section, extracts with input and output
data and tables with the values obtained in the
simulated situation are presented.

The example used consisted of the following
input data: the channel's base width (b=3.5 m),
side slope (m=2), longitudinal slope (I =0.7 ‰),
roughness coefficient (n=0.014), Coriolis
coefficient (α=1.1) and the required discharge
(Q=50 m3/s).

Critical depth and normal depth for the
application mentioned above were computed
using Python. In the case of normal depth, a total
of 1469 simulations were necessary to ensure
compliance with the specified limits. To enhance
the precision of the calculation, the iteration step
was set to 0.001. 

A partial extract from the resulting table of
values is presented in Table no. 1.

The correlation between normal depth and
allowable error can be visualized through the
results generated by the Python routine, as
demonstrated in Figure 5. 

To achieve a more accurate graphical
representation, the generation of a significant
number of additional iterations was chosen,
equivalent to the initially generated ones – 1469
additional iterations. 

It can be observed from the graph that after
reaching the initial value, the graph exhibits a
point of inflection.

From this point, a significant increase in the
calculated error value can be observed, suggesting
that the correct values were identified in the
preceding steps.

For the computation of the critical depth, a
number of 99 simulations were performed in order
to meet the specified limits. Considering that the
boundary limit for δCQ was 1, the iteration step
was implemented as 0.01in order to ensure
accurate results. The iteration process stopped
when the precision criterion imposed was less than
1 (0.666). Thus, this iteration helped to refine the
critical depth calculation.

The relation between the critical depth hcrand
the allowable error can be observed through the
outcomes produced by the Python routine, as
illustrated in Figure 6. To enhance the precision of
the graphical representation, it was chosen to
generate an additional set of 99 iterations. From
the graph, it is evident that after reaching the
initial value, a point of inflection appears in the
graph, indicating the fact that the results were
found previously.

Identifying the water flow regime in open
hydraulic systems represents an important factor
intheir sizing and their verification. The flow
regime through is determined by comparing the
flow characteristics with critical ones. In the
simulation performed using Python, the flow

Fig. 4. Partial extract from the routine listing –
Froude number
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Table 1. Partial extract from the results of the computation of normal depth

Table 2. Partial extract from the results of the computation of critical depth
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regime was evaluated based on the critical slope
criterion (icr) and the Froude number criterion.
 The resulting values acquired from the
simulationare as follows:
 i=0,7 ‰ <icr=0.00177=1,77‰  subcritical
flow
 Fr=0.262<1 subcritical flow

4. Conclusions

In this article, a Python routine was presented
with the aim to generate the hydraulic
computation of uniform flow in trapezoidal open
channels. 

The routine incorporates empirical equations

and provides information about the flow area, flow
perimeter, hydraulic radius, flow velocity and flow
rate.

Results for different parameters  were
presented  to  validate  the  accuracy of the
developed routine as numerical values or in
graphical form.

The presented routine represents a starting
point for future studies of diverse channel sections
under different types of flow. It can be further
expanded or customized to suit specific needs. By
leveraging this routine and adjusting the input
parameters, you can analyse and predict the
behaviour of flow in trapezoidal open channels
efficiently and accurately.
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